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A small freshwater mollusk 
called the zebra mussel 
(Dreissena polymorpha), has 
been steadily invading Amer-
ica's rivers and lakes. Zebra 
mussels originated in the Bal-
kans, Poland, and the former 
Soviet Union. 
 

Zebra mussels get their name 
from the striped pattern of 
their shells, though not all 
shells bear this pattern. 
They're usually about finger-
nail size but can grow to a 
maximum length of nearly 2 
inches. Zebra mussels live 4 
to 5 years and inhabit fresh 
water at depths of 6 to 24 
feet. A female zebra mussel 
begins to reproduce at 2 years 
of age, and produces between 
30,000 and 1 million eggs per 
year. About two percent of 
zebra mussels reach adult-
hood. 
 

Young zebra mussels are 
small and free swimming, and 
can be easily spread by water 
currents. Older zebra mussels 
attach themselves to hard 
surfaces by an external organ 
called a byssus, which con-
sists of many threads. The 
mussels may attach to boats, 
pilings, water-intake pipes, 
and other hard surfaces, as 
well as to crayfish, turtles, 
other zebra mussels, and na-
tive mollusks.  

Zebra mussels upset ecosys-
tems, threaten native wildlife, 
damage structures, and cause 
other serious problems. Mil-
lions of dollars are spent each 
year in attempting to control 
these small but numerous 
mollusks.  Once introduced in 
a lake or stream, the mussel 
populations explode quickly 
and cannot be stopped be-
cause they have no natural 
predators.   

 

Zebra mussels have already 
infested about 30 lakes across 
the state of Minnesota, includ-
ing Lake Minnetonka.  To our 
knowledge, they have not yet 
infested Eagle Lake.  So how 
can we prevent this from hap-
pening?  Here are a few tips 
on how you, lakeshore home-
owners can help.  Be vigilant 

and personally inspect any 
equipment or recreational 
craft to make sure that it is 
clean before putting it in Ea-
gle Lake.  Anyone that enjoys 
our lake needs to take re-
sponsibility to make sure all 
of their fishing gear, toys and 
watercraft are free of any 
kind of plant, mud or animal 
before using it.  Remove visi-
ble zebra mussels and aquatic 
plants and drain water before 
transporting boats and equip-
ment from one body of water 
to another.  Report suspected 
new infestations to the MN 
DNR (651-259-5100) imme-
diately.  If you hire out the 
installation or removal of 
your dock or boat lift, it is 
critical to verify that the com-
pany or individuals you hire 
are following the law and 
cleaning their tools and 
equipment thoroughly prior 
to coming on Eagle Lake.  
Please spread the message 
and help keep zebra mussels 
out of Eagle Lake! 
 
Resources: 
http://www.nationalatlas.gov
/articles/biology/a_zm.html, 
Minnesota Waters (Fall 2011; 
Vol 6; Num 4), 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
inva-
sives/aquaticanimals/zebram
ussel/index.html 
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The Minnesota DNR has authored a bill 

(HF2242) that contains revisions to existing 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) laws.  Below 

are some highlights of that bill.   

The primary impetus of this bill is the 

growth of MN lakes infested by Zebra 

Mussels and Viral Hemorrhagic Septice-

mia (VHS)  

http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/

microbes/vhs.shtml  

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/

fish_diseases/vhs.html 

Provides local governments more author-

ity for inspections and enforcement of 

current laws 

Requires a 21 day waiting period for lake 

equipment (not boats) when moving 

from one body of water to another 

Requires a certification program for peo-

ple trailering watercraft or water related 

equipment 

Increasing civil penalties 

On February 21st members of the West 

Metro Lakes Alliance met with Senator 

Warren Limmer (R) District 32, and Repre-

sentative Joyce Peppin (R) District 32A.  

Maple Grove Lakes, Fish, Rice, Cedar Island 

and Eagle all had representation at that meet-

ing as well.  House Speaker Kurt Zellers (R) 

District 32B was invited, but unable to attend.  

ELPA Board member Hamm represented 

Eagle Lake. 

The purpose of the meeting was to bring 

awareness of this bill to our legislators, and to 

show our support.  At the last ELPA board 

meeting this bill was discussed and we deter-

mined that we should support the bill. 

This bill was first introduced on Feb 13th and 

is “in committee”, as it is currently in the 

House’s Environment, Energy and Natural 

Resources Policy and Finance committee.   

None of the legislators that we met with are 

on that committee, but they expressed an 

interest in the bill, and an overall general sup-

port.  There will be some fine-tuning needed 

of the language contained in the bill, and 

some clarity added for full support. 

Several documents about this bill, including 

its entire text have been placed on the ELPA 

website.  Those can be accessed here:  

http://eagle-lake.org/elpa-public-

files/hf2242 

tions.  The West Metro 
Lakes Alliance was formed 
with members from Medi-
cine, Fish, Eagle, Cedar Is-
land, Gleason, Lake Inde-
pendence, Lake Sarah, Rice 
and Mooney Lakes.   

Since forming, The Alliance 
has met with city, local and 
state officials and representa-
tives to inform them of our 
lake quality interests and in 
support of other water qual-
ity initiatives.  We have also 

In 2011, The ELPA focused 
some of our efforts in reach-
ing out to other lake associa-
tions in the area to broaden 
our vision, combine re-
sources, and align our goals 
with others.   

This effort was also being 
done by a number of other 
west metro lake associations 
who wished to have a larger 
voice in the Twin Cities, and 
to keep common themes 
throughout lake associa-

heard informative presenta-
tions from the Three Rivers 
Park District, the DNR and a 
state representative on their 
water quality goals and best 
practices for continuing to 
bolster support for our ef-
forts.  

The ELPA is continuing our 
involvement in this organiza-
tion this year, and hope to 
continue to make progress in 
raising water quality issues 
awareness throughout our 

Legislative News 

West Metro Lakes Alliance 
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The ELPA is currently in the 

process of creating a 

homeowners guide for all 

Eagle Lake homeowners.  We 

are in need of pictures, 

stories & historical 

information about Eagle 

Lake, the residents and the 

local wildlife.  All 

submissions must have full 

use rights and may be 

published in our guide, on 

our website or Facebook 

page.  Please send your 

submissions to Jennifer 

Tieva at jtieva@gmx.com, or 

contact me at 612-275-5576 

for alternate submission 

options. 

We need pictures, 

stories and            

historical                

information about 

Eagle Lake! 
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As ELPA Board members, 
our primary task is to im-
prove and protect our water 
quality. This involves com-
munity education, lake qual-
ity monitoring, keeping 
abreast of current best prac-
tices, and partnering with 
local, metro, and state agen-
cies in pursuit of funding 
that enhances the health of 
Eagle Lake.  

We have worked diligently 
over the past year to re-
search funding opportuni-
ties that provide the biggest 
bang for your buck, apply-
ing for more grants than 
ELPA has ever pursued.  

To date, we have accom-
plished: 

APPROVAL of Shingle 
Creek Watershed Manage-
ment Commission Grant 
to create an educational 
Homeowners Guide for 
all Eagle Lake residents. 

Submission (in progress) 
of Shingle Creek Water-
shed Management Com-
mission Grant for educa-
tional funding of a plexi-
glass boat launch sign and 
classes for shoreline man-
agement. 

APPROVAL (last year) of 
Maple Grove Lake Im-
provement Program Eagle 
Lake aquatic plant survey, 
to be conducted this sum-
mer. 

APPROVAL of Maple 
Grove Lake Improvement 
Program Grant to reduce 
the spread of curly leaf via 
the application of iron 
filings, thereby improving 
water quality. 

APPROVAL of Maple 
Grove Lake Improvement 
Program Grant to assist in 
the development of a 
Homeowners Guide and 
the partial funding of a 

Plexiglass boat launch 
sign. 

APPROVAL of Maple 
Grove Lake Improvement 
Program Grant to assist in 
the education and provi-
sion of partial funding for 
homeowner lakeshore 
projects, such as rain gar-
dens and buffer zones. 

Submission (in progress) 
of Federal 501(c)3 non-
profit status, enabling 
ELPA to pursue substan-
tial grant opportunities 
beyond the local level. 

All of these projects require 
partial funding from ELPA 
residents. Your annual 
membership dues are critical 
to ensure that essential 
funding is in place. If you 
have not already done so, 
please send your $30 annual 
membership dues for 2012 
to the address on the back 
of this newsletter today.  

to recycling, or bag them up and 

take to the Maple Grove compost 

site up by the high school – open 

early April to end of October. 

Clean up pet waste on streets and 

lawns – otherwise when it rains, 

the pet waste goes into the lake 

Don’t dump chemicals and/or 

oils down street drains – free recy-

cling is available at the Maple 

Grove/Brooklyn Park recycling 

center on Jefferson Avenue. 

Collect rain water in rain barrels 

vs. allowing it to run off into the 

lake.  The rain washes the debris 

Six simple steps Eagle Lake 

Homeowners can take to help 

improve the quality of our lake: 

Use non-phosphorus soaps for 

washing cars outside, and use non

-phosphorus fertilizer for lawn 

treatment (this is now a new state 

law as of a couple of years ago)  

On fertilizer bags, phosphorus is 

the middle number  - so you want 

to buy bags with a 0 as the middle 

number. 

Never dump leaves and/or grass 

clippings into the lake – either 

have your trash hauler take them 

and pollutants off of the roof 

shingles and into the lake. 

Use the rain water for water-

ing plants.  Rain Barrels are 

available at most Big Box 

stores or you can even make 

your own. 

Install native plant buffers 

between the end of your yard 

and the lake.  The plant buff-

ers will help filter the water 

that rolls off of your lawn 

before going into the lake, 

and plant buffers may deter 

geese from coming up on 

your lawn. 

We’re Working For You!   
Lake Improvement Grant Progress 

Water Quality Corner 

Grants typically require  

partial funding from the 

requesting lake associa-

tion...your annual ELPA 

dues and additional        

contributions are vital to the 

preservation efforts of     

Eagle Lake...Thank you! 
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There are many simple actions 

you can take to help improve the 

quality of our lake water… 

We can all make a difference! 



2012 Eagle Lake Street Restoration Project 

1st Annual Eagle Lake Dunk-In 

3rd Year of  Family Fun Night...   
Come and Join The Fun! 

The project for repairing 

and upgrading the roads on 

the south and east side of 

Eagle Lake has been ap-

proved for 2012 and the 

plans are already in mo-

tion.  As of April 10th, the 

city had received and se-

lected the lowest bid for 

the project.   

The plan was reviewed by 

the council on April 16th 

and is scheduled to start very 

soon.   

The project will have three 

phases:  

1) South of Thoresen Park     

2) North of Thoresen Park      

3) East of Magda Drive   

There have been four locations 

selected for the new ecoStorm 

storm drains.  Detailed plans 

can be found at the Engineer-

ing Desk at the Maple 

Grove city offices.  More 

information is on the city 

website by searching for 

‘eagle lake street rehabilita-

tion’.   

We will also be discussing 

many answers to many 

common questions during 

the ELPA Annual meeting. 

the kids, and many went skiing 

and wakeboarding.  

We typically meet as soon as 

possible after work hours, with 

most families showing up be-

tween 5:30-6:00 pm, but feel 

free to come out at any time 

that is convenient.  We are cur-

rently working to determine 

which night of the week to hold 

Family Fun Night for the up-

coming 2012 summer season.  

Once a night is selected, we will 

be sure to post it out on the 

ELPA website and Facebook 

page.    

If you see us out on the lake, 

please stop over and join the 

fun.  It is a great way to meet 

your neighbors and enjoy some 

lake time together.  

In 2011 Family Fun Night con-

tinued to be a success on Eagle 

Lake.  One Monday night we 

had 14 boats and over 50 peo-

ple out enjoying the lake to-

gether!  Typically we have 

around 6-8 boats tied together 

with families swimming, kids 

playing together on multiple 

boats, and parents socializing.  

We also started a ski club for 

adults and eleven children 
took the plunge in the lake, 
some wearing wet suits and 
some in just their swimming 
suits.  After the plunge, the 
Dunkers chatted and 
snacked.  During the festivi-
ties, the Schuster family’s 
boat was seen out on the 
lake with some impressive 

This year the ice came off 
the lake early.  To celebrate 
this event, on Sunday morn-
ing, March 18th the Fahren-
bruch family hosted the 1st 
Annual Eagle Lake Dunk-
In.  It was a beautiful day 
with temperatures reaching 
80 degrees.  Five families 
joined in on the fun.  Six 

wakeboard and knee board-
ing displays.  A lot of fun 
was had by all!  For more 
information on future 
events such as this, please 
join the ELPA Facebook 
page, which is where you 
will find Eagle Lake events 
posted. 
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DID YOU KNOW: 

Aquatic Invasive        

Species (AIS)               

are aquatic and terres-

trial organisms and 

plants that have been in-

troduced into new eco-

systems (i.e. Great 

Lakes, San Francisco 

Bay, Florida, Hawaii) 

throughout the United 

States and the world and 

are both harming the 

natural resources in 

these ecosystems and 

threatening the human 

use of these resources. 



Membership Benefits: 

Protect property values 

Strong associations are 

better able to access vital 

project funding 

Public education through 

expert speakers, associa-

tion annual meeting and 

ELPA website and     

quarterly newsletter  

Foster a sense of        

community 

Discussion forum 

Lake quality monitoring 

Partner with other lake 

associations  

Association Objectives: 

1. Evaluate, monitor and 

protect water quality 

2. Advance and protect in-

terests of the Eagle Lake 

Community 

3. Community education 

4. Maintain delicate ecologi-

cal balance 

5. Fish & wildlife manage-

ment 

6. Partner with the City of 

Maple Grove, Shingle 

Creek Watershed, Three 

Rivers Park District and 

other lake associations to 

improve lake water quality 

ELPA Board of Directors: 
 

Travis Theiss ~ 

ELPA President/Treasurer 

Jennifer Tieva ~ 

ELPA Vice President 

Larry McGough ~ 

ELPA Board Member & Lake Quality 

Commissioner 

Becky Fahrenbruch ~ 

ELPA Secretary 

Karen Karbo ~ 

ELPA Board Member 

Roger Hamm ~ 

ELPA Board Member 

John Garritsen ~ 

ELPA Board Member 

Bob & Sheri Lundstrom ~ 

ELPA Board Members                         

Pike Lake Representatives 

The Eagle Lake Preservation 

Association is currently      

seeking committee members, 

please consider volunteering 

your time! 

The Importance of  Association Membership 
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Please Make Checks Payable to: 
Eagle Lake Preservation Association 

Questions?   

Phone: 763-424-5840 

Website: http://eagle-lake.org 

Send payments to:  

6217 Eagle Lake Drive 

Maple Grove, MN  55369 

Membership Form 
2012 Dues: $30.00 

Address 

City, State & Zip Code 

E-mail  

Phone 

Additional donations are accepted at any time and 

greatly appreciated! 

All proceeds go directly toward Eagle Lake preservation efforts 

 

 

The purpose of the Eagle Lake Preservation As-

sociation is to educate the community regarding the wise use, manage-

ment, and preservation of Eagle Lake and its surrounding watershed 

in order to maintain the delicate ecological balance which must be kept 

between the Lake, the adjacent shore land, and its surrounding water-

shed and encourage such use, management and preservation. 

Please Join 

Today! 

Protect your investment; keeping our lake clean will help us to maintain 

our lakeshore property values while contributing to the entire community by 

offering aesthetic value and a convenient place for safe recreation  

Please consider making a contribution by paying annual 

membership dues.  These funds are vital to the             

preservation efforts of Eagle Lake!  Thank you! 

Thank you !   

Your dues and donations make a difference! 



6217 Eagle Lake Drive 

Maple Grove, MN  55369 

 

 

 

 
 
Phone:  763-424-5840    Website: http://eagle-lake.org/ 

Eagle Lake Preservation Association 

Find us on the internet: 

http://eagle-lake.org/ 

1st  

Class  

Stamp 

Mark your Calendar for the 2012 Annual Meeting! 

Thursday, May 17th, 2012 

7:00 pm  
 

Please join the  

Eagle Lake Preservation Association  

for the 2012 Annual Meeting   

Agenda will include:  

Streets Project Update 

West Metro Lake Alliance 

Approved Grants (Homeowners 

Guide; Iron Filings and Lake Monitor-

ing; New Boat Launch Education Sign; 

$$ for Homeowners to Improve Water 

Quality (ie shoreline buffering, rain 

gardens) 

Annual Events (Family Night, Fall 

Festival, 4th of July Boat Parade,     

National Night Out, etc.) 

Budget 

Volunteers for Committees 

Opportunity for new board members 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting Details: 

Thursday, May 17th, 2012 

7:00 pm 

Eagle Lake Community 

Building 

Thoresen Park 

6359 Eagle Lake Drive 

 

Refreshments will be served 

 

 


