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Neighborhood Watch Program 
By Todd Strege 

Crime Prevention Officer, Maple Grove Police Department 

No one person or law enforcement agency can be aware of every situation that 
occurs in a neighborhood at all times. That is why neighbors are the best defense 
against crime. 

The Neighborhood Watch program is the perfect place to start in making your 
neighborhood a safer place to live. This program is a cooperative effort between 
your local law enforcement agency and you're individual neighborhood. 
Neighborhood Watch is simply you and your neighbors watching out for one 
another. This begins with getting to know each other. Otherwise, how can you tell a 
neighbor from a stranger? It is important that citizens become the eyes and ears of 
the police by reporting suspicious activity that is not a part of the neighborhood's 
routine. 

You may ask, what is in it for me? Neighborhood Watch provides a greater 
awareness of crime and safety for you and your neighborhood. Home security and 
personal safety topics will be covered in neighborhood meetings. Exposure to crime 
prevention techniques and special events such as National Night Out enhance 
citizen's ability to reduce opportunities for criminal acts. Enhanced reporting of 
suspicious activity makes residents more aware of who belongs in their 
neighborhood and they are more inclined to report suspicious persons and activities 
to the police. 

Neighborhood Watch also promotes neighborliness by encouraging residents to get 
to know and interact with their neighbors, including exchanging information 
concerning vacation plans, vehicles belonging to their household, etc. This program 
also encourages people to be observant of their neighborhood and to attend 
meetings designed to strengthen neighborhood safety and security. 

People feel safest, or at least more comfortable, in settings in which they are 
familiar. Help make your neighborhood comfortable for the residents and 
uncomfortable for the criminals. Start your own Neighborhood Watch. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER SERVICING AT FALL FESTIVAL 

Bring your boat and home fire extinguishers on October 6th  and have them professionally 

inspected. More details inside. 



Are Sky Lanterns Safe? 
By: Ryan Struckmann 

Maple Grove Fire Department 

Sky lanterns can be bright and beautiful. When they are released in a group, they are 
especially spectacular. But what happens to sky lanterns after they float out of sight. 
Do they start fires? Do they distract drivers? The answer is YES! 

Several fires around the world have been caused by stray sky lanterns. Wind can send them 
anywhere including down. 

Maybe you have seen the thousands of lanterns released each year in Asia. This is usually 
not a problem, because they are released safely under calm conditions in an open area. 
There is a problem, however, when lanterns are released in residential or wooded areas. In 
Maple Grove, we have residential and wooded areas. 

The open flame in a lantern is enough to ignite dry trees, grasslands and rooftops. 

We also have several highways in the city that are heavily travelled. There have been cases in 
the U.S. of low flying sky lanterns floating across roadways and distracting drivers. The last 
thing they need is more distractions. 

As a result of these safety concerns, Minnesota has included sky lanterns in its definition of 
fireworks. They are illegal to sell, own or use. 

There are several statutes in Minnesota that include fireworks. Two statutes in particular, 
624.20and 624.21, are included below: 

. 	It is illegal to sell or use sky lantern devices within the state of Minnesota. In 
Minnesota Statute 624.20, sky lanterns fall under the definition of fireworks as 'the 
type of balloons which requires fire underneath to propel them". 

Minnesota Statute 624.21 states "except as otherwise provided in sections 624.20 to 
624.25 1  it shall be unlawful for any person to offer for sale, expose for sale, sell at 

cetaoc wt- oesae, possess, advertise, use, or explode any fireworks". Sky lanterns 

are not an exception. 

Alert Fire & Safety Company 

Are you aware that fire 
extinguishers require 
maintenance? They do. 
Most extinguishers are of the 
dry chemical type. A powder 
consistent with baking soda 
is the extinguishing agent. 
The powder can become 
caked inside the extinguisher 
making the unit inoperable. 
Inspection and service will 
insure proper operation if 
needed. 

Alert representatives will be 
at the Fall Festiva' to Inspect 
or estimate homeowner fire 
extinguishers at no charge. 

If required service prices are 
as follows- 

1 . Recharge 2 1/21b. ABC 
fire extinguisher $15 

2. Recharge 51b. ABC fire 
extinguisher $19 

3. Recharge lOib. ABC 
fire extinguisher $24 

4. Hydro-test of fire 
extinguisher (needed 
every twelve years) 
$12 

New Extinguishers also 
available 

New 2 1/21b. ABC, all-purpose, 
fire extinguisher $34.50 

New SIb. ABC, all-purpose, fire 
extinguisher $49.95 

New lOIb. ABC, all-purpose, fire 
extinguisher $79.85 

Steven Djerf 



Residents are needed to partner with law enforcement 
By Richard W. Stanek 

Hennepin County Sheriff 

We can all be proud of the gains we've made in public safety. 2011 was the fifth 
consecutive year for a decrease in violent crime in Hennepin County. Since 2006, 
there has been a 39% reduction in violent crime. 

We thank our partners in local law enforcement such as the outstanding work by 
Maple Grove Police. This past year, the Sheriff's Office formed a new collaboration 
with western suburban police departments to help prevent and solve crime. 

We are also grateful to schools, community organizations, and Sheriff's Office 
volunteers for working in cooperation with our agency in the effort to make our 
county safer. Public safety is essential to building strong communities. When 
people feel safe, there are greater investments in businesses, schools, and homes. 

am extremely proud of the citizen groups who recognize that they play an important 
role in public safety. The Eagle Lake Community has been active in watching out for 
neighbors. Please allow me to highlight some public safety information that all residents 
should be aware of: 

1) As you probably know, there has been a spree of thefts and residential burglaries 
in suburban areas. Law enforcement has made doing yard work, close the 
overhead door. If your neighbor left their garage door open, give them a call as a 
courtesy. 

2) Understand that prescription medication abuse is a growing problem. Painkillers 
such as OxyContin are most often abused. Your home could be a target for theft 
and visitors to your home could take medications. Inform elderly family members 
that they may be targeted by thieves who are looking for medications. If you have 
prescriptions in your home, store them in a secure location. For expired or 
unwanted medicine, we urge you to dispose of it properly in order to reduce the 
risk of abuse or theft. The Sheriff's Office Enforcement Services Division has a 
disposal box. It is located near you at 9401 83rd Avenue North, Brooklyn Park. 
For more information, visit www. hennepin. us/medicine. 

3) Keep updated on new threats to public safety. The Sheriff's Office offers weekly 
safety updates via email or text. Please sign up for this free service at 
www.hennepinsheriff.org  

Please do not hesitate to call 91 1 to report suspicious activity in your area. The Sheriff's 
Office dispatches for Maple Grove and we encourage residents to call 911 when they are 
aware of public safety threats, concerns, or emergencies. In addition, your input is 
encouraged by emailing me at sheriff(co.hennepin.mn.org  

Congratulations on developing a strong neighborhood association. 

At the Fall Festival North Memorial Hospital will be available with an 

Advanced Life Support Ambulance to tour, Paramedics will be available for question. 

Come to the 

Fall Festival 

and meet 

Maple Grove 

Police Chief 

David Jess and 

tour a Police 

Cruiser. 

In The Next 

Issue we will 

cover 

Updates in the 

Following 

areas: 

Lake 

Improvement 

Grant Process 

Water Quality 

West Metro 

Lake Alliance 

Lake 

Improvement 

Grants 

2012 Street 

Projects 

Stay Tuned! 



What is codeReady and ready.org , are you prepared? 

By Minnesota Department of Health, Department of Public Safely 

And FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) 

Have you noticed in the wake of September 11 and Hurricane Katrina, emergency 

preparedness has become a significant issue nationwide? Both Federal and State 

governments now have billboards and even advertise on television and radio to get you 

thinking about preparing for a disaster? Now obviously not everyone has bought into 

preparedness but really there seems to be more and more focus on this than ever before. 

Maybe we should pay more attention to this? 

FEMA's program is called ready.org  and can be found on the web at www.ready.org . 

The Minnesota Department of Health and Department of Public Safety have launched the 

codeReady emergency preparedness to motivate Minnesota residents to prepare now for 

a variety of potential emergencies. 

There are a variety of possible emergencies that could occur in Minnesota. Go to 

http://www.codeready.com/getinformed.cfm  to start your planning today. 

Preparation is the key to success in handling emergencies. Public safety experts agree 

that the two most important things to do to be ready are (1) create a family emergency 

plan and discuss it with all family members, and (2) build a kit so you are able to be self-

sufficient for 72 hours after an emergency. September is National Preparedness Month! 

Adopt a Storm Drain 

This new program is 

being launched at our 

Fall Festival. 

Storm drains are 

designed to collect 

storm water and direct 

it to the underground 

sewer system and 

eventually to our 

waterways 

ANYTHING THAT 

GOES DOWN THE 

STORM DRAINS 

ENDS UP IN OUR 

LAKE. Clean storm 

drains help reduce 

pollution by keeping 

our lakes free of trash, 

debris, animal waste, 

and other pollutants. 

According to the EPA 

(Environmental 

Protection Agency), 

more than 60% 

of water pollution 

comes from storm 

water runoff. 

Come to the Fall 

Festival and Adopt 

your Storm Drain! 
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