
EAGLE LAKE NEWS
A publication for homeowners on Eagle Lake and Pike Lake in Maple Grove, MN

W I N T E R  2 0 1 6

E L P A @ e a g l e - l a k e . o r g  |  w w w . e a g l e - l a k e . o r g  |  7 6 3 . 4 4 2 . 7 9 1 8

2015 YEAR IN REVIEW
page 1

WINTER FESTIVAL
page 2

TRASH ON ICE
page 2

ICE SAFETY
page 3

STAKEHOLDER SURVEY
page 4

EMERALD ASH BORER 
page 5

CRIME SAFETY
page 6

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
page 7 

MEMBERSHIP FORM
page 7

DON’T MISS A THING
page 8

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

As 2015 comes to an end, we can look back at the last year and be happy with all of the 
goals and activities that ELPA accomplished. How many of the following events do you 
recall being part of this last year? 

• Playing golf on the lake at the Winter Festival in February 
• Attending the ELPA Annual Meeting 
• Celebrating the 4th of July in the annual boat parade, or waving a flag from your docks
• Stopping by the Water Quality display at the Maple Grove Days Business Expo
• Attending Invasive Species Detection educational meeting
• Being a storm drain steward 
• Welcoming new neighbors to the lake
• Participating in a family fun night 
• Networking with other lake organizations 
• Attending the ELPA Fall Festival in October
• Requesting additional street sweepings 
• Developing ELPA 5 and 10 year Goals
• Participating in water quality, education/communication, social, or invasive species 
   committees
• Reading our ELPA Newsletter
• Working on grant applications with the City of Maple Grove
• Applying for a homeowners grant to improve water quality 

Although this list doesn't include everything ELPA has done this year, we hope it brought 
back some good memories, and we look forward to seeing you again in 2016. Thank you for 
all that you do to make this a great lake community!

2015 YEAR IN REVIEW

H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R
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Calling all winter-weather lovers! Once again, ELPA will hold 
our annual Winter Festival on the lake. 

This year’s event will be held on Saturday, February 27th 
on the northeast corner of the lake.

Kids festivities start 11:00 am. 
Adult festivities kicking into gear 
after 1:00 pm. 

There will be ‘ice golf’ holes, an ice 
bowling alley and a fire pit for all to 
enjoy. We also plan on having a drive-in 
movie at dusk. Last year, many of the 
attendees golfed the four holes with 
golf clubs and tennis balls and enjoyed the warming fire once 
they completed their round. 

The weather was beautiful and we had record-breaking attendance. There were a few ELPA members that submitted 
their 2015 annual dues and got a head start on another great year on Eagle Lake. Join the fun and get to know your Eagle 
Lake neighbors! Watch your email for more information.  

 

☼
  

3RD ANNUAL EAGLE LAKE 
WINTER FESTIVAL

PLEASE HELP KEEP THE ICE 
FREE OF TRASH

Please make sure to pick up any trash you may see when out 
on the ice. Unfortunately, not all fishermen and recreational 
visitors to the lake are considerate of the environment and 
the tax-paying Eagle Lake homeowners. As we have all seen, 
they often leave their trash behind. Any trash left on the ice 
will go directly into the lake during the spring ice melt. 
Cleaning up the trash now will keep the lake cleaner for all! 

THANK YOU!
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ICE SAFETY
WHEN IS ICE SAFE?
There’s really no sure answer. You can't judge the strength of ice just by its appearance, age, 
thickness, temperature or whether or not the ice is covered with snow. Strength is based on the 
these factors -- plus the depth of water under the ice, size of the water body, water chemistry and 
currents, the distribution of the load on the ice and local climate conditions.

There is no such thing as 100 percent safe ice!

DID YOU KNOW?

New ice is usually stronger than old ice. Four inches of clear, newly formed ice may support one person on foot, while a 
foot or more of old, partially thawed ice may not.

Ice seldom freezes uniformly. It may be a foot thick in one location and only an inch or two just a few feet away.
Ice formed over flowing water and currents is often dangerous. This is especially true near streams, bridges and culverts. 

Also, the ice on outside river bends is usually weaker due to the undermining effects of the faster current.
The insulating effect of snow slows down the freezing process. The extra weight also reduces how much weight the ice 
sheet can support. Also, ice near shore can be weaker than ice that is farther out.

Booming and cracking ice isn't necessarily dangerous. It only means that the ice is expanding and contracting as the 
temperature changes.

Schools of fish or flocks of waterfowl can also adversely affect the relative safety of ice. The movement of fish can bring 
warm water up from the bottom of the lake. In the past, this has opened holes in the ice causing snowmobiles and cars 
to break through.

For new, clear ice only

 2" or less.  .  . STAY OFF!
 4".  .  .  .  .  . Ice fishing or other activities on foot
 5".  .  .  .  .  . Snowmobile or ATV
 8-12".  .  .  .  Car or small pickup
 12-15".  .  .   Medium truck
 
Note: these guidelines are for new, clear solid ice.
Many factors other than thickness can cause ice to be unsafe.
White ice or "snow ice" is only about half as strong as new clear ice. 
Double the above thickness guidelines when traveling on white ice.

IMPORTANT TIPS TO REMEMBER

Many ice drownings involve children. When your child is near the ice, you should be near your child.

Avoid alcoholic beverages when you’re on the ice. They can make you feel colder and slow down your reaction time in 
case of an ice emergency.

Carry two large nails to use as ice picks to pull yourself out if you fall through thin ice.
Never drive on the ice at night.

If you do choose to drive on the ice, avoid pressure ridges and areas with current.

Drive with your windows down and doors partially open to avoid becoming trapped if your car breaks through.

Information provided by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources:  www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice



ELPA STAKEHOLDER SURVEY
Thank you to everyone who completed the first Eagle Lake Preservation Association stakeholder survey performed last May. 
Forty-seven (47) total surveys were returned of the 139 people invited to participate for a return rate of 34%.  

Highlights include:

What do you like most about living in our lake community?
• Nature - like the views, trails, water, wildlife, sunsets, water activities, sound of the water
• Friendly neighbors and sense of community 
• Privacy and fairly quiet lake

Top ELPA Objectives
• Protect water quality (monitor, evaluate and protect)
• Advance projects and interests of ELPA community
• Promote ecological balance
• Fish and wildlife management
• Provide education (services, newsletters, signage and ELPA website)

What ideas do you have for improving the lake?
• Stop invasive species
• Control weeds and open channel between the lakes
• Dredge silt
• Hold education including sessions from experts, educate community on how to help improve water quality and how 
   human activity impacts water quality
• Less trash, improved trash clean up
• Improve water quality
• Control water level
• Monitor fish populations

Top ELPA Events
• Annual ELPA meeting
• July 4th boat parade
• Lake clean up

Top reasons you do not participate in ELPA
• Very busy, other commitments
• Family, work, travel or other obligations
• New to the community
• Seasonal resident

What lake related efforts are most important to you and your family?
• Silt build up
• Safety
• Weed control
• Water quality (improve so lake is no longer listed as impaired)
• Fishing (keep lake a top fishing spot)

What ideas do you have for improving ELPA?
• Get community experts to guide us
• Get more people involved 
• Post activity notifications on Facebook
• Involve membership in more decisions through surveys like this
• ELPA is doing a good job

Additional comments
• Work with DNR to monitor boat access to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species
• Thank you for doing this survey.  Great/good survey.
• Thank you for what you are doing

In addition, more than 80% of survey respondents are aware ELPA offers grant opportunities and 70% are signed up and use 
Nextdoor.com. The entire survey results may be accessed via www.eagle-lake.org, and the ELPA Facebook page. If you are new to our 
lake community since May 2015, contact Jackie Malling at jvmalling@gmail.com to be invited to participate in this survey. The survey 
results will help guide ELPA to prioritize our goals and efforts.
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EMERALD ASH BORER 
An Insect That Kills Ash Trees
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an invasive species from Asia that attacks all ash species that 
grow in Minnesota and is the most destructive and economically costly forest insect 
ever to invade the U.S. The larvae of the beetle destroy the vascular system of the tree 
causing dieback and death. Trees infested with the beetle have no natural defenses to 

the insect and will die within 3-4 years of the initial attack. Trees can die within a year where the insect is established and 
insect population is high. Many Minnesota cities have an abundance of ash trees on both private and public property, 
including boulevards. The complete loss of these trees due to EAB would have a devastating effect on home values, 
quality of life and the environment. The time to act is now.

EAB Moves Through Communities Quickly and With Devastation
Cities across the country that have become infested with this devastating pest have lost tens of millions of ash trees 
and endured billions of dollars of losses. This trend will continue throughout the Twin Cities and will have a devastating 
impact on our urban landscape. Although winter temperatures below 0⁰F may reduce local EAB populations, we cannot 
rely on weather for control of EAB. High-value ash trees will still need protection from cold-tolerant EAB that remain and 
rebuild the population.

High-Value Ash Trees Require Treatment For Prevention
All species of ash trees are highly susceptible to the Emerald Ash Borer and require either a soil applied or trunk-injected 
treatment to prevent infestation by EAB. By the time an ash tree shows obvious damage, it is usually too late to treat for 
EAB. However, preventive treatment can protect a tree indefinitely. 

Life Cycle
• Insect larvae hatch from eggs deposited by beetles in bark crevices.
• Larvae chew through the bark and begin feeding on the tree interior.
• Feeding is complete in fall and larvae remain in the tree through winter.
• Adult beetles emerge late May to mid-August.

What To Look For
• Early fall coloration.
• Sparse leaves and tree canopy dieback.
• Woodpecker feeding.
• New branches sprouting from trunk.
• D-shaped holes in the bark showing where adult borers have exited.
• Hollow galleries underneath the bark.
• Decline in entire groups of ash trees.

There Are Currently Two Options Available For Protection Against The Emerald Ash Borer:
Annual application of a soil-applied systemic treatment.
Bi-annual (every other year) application of a trunk injection systemic treatment.

Treatment timelines are based upon your tree, landscape, infestation levels and time of season.

Information provided by Rainbow Treecare.

Just a friendly reminder to keep the storm drains 
near your home clean! Many of these storm 

drains empty directly into the lake. Please keep 
them free of debris, and remember to never 

dump anything down the drain. Rainwater is the 
only thing that should go down these drains!

PLEASE  KEEP STORM  DRAINS CLEAN!



CRIME SAFETY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH UPDATE
Nextdoor Eagle Lake has become the go-to medium for 
communicating neighborhood issues with other neighbors. Currently 
we have 301 members from 206 households in the group. Our map 
shows we have 759 potential homes in the Eagle Lake Group, so we 
are at about 27% committed member participation.

Because our size is larger than average, we broke down our neighbor 
into twelve sub-groups, Eagle Lake 1 thru 12. As new people join, 
they are added to their sub-group based on their address. The sub-
group is a good way to notify your immediate neighbors of something 
that would pertain only to your immediate area. The actual shoreline 
around Eagle Lake is covered by Eagle Lake Groups 1, 2, 6, 7, & 11.  
The SW corner of the lake is covered by another Nextdoor Group 
named Westside Eagle Lake. In fact, since our founding, we now have 

15 surrounding neighborhoods that have joined the Nextdoor site. Our entire watershed is covered. That means you can 
send information to the entire area in seconds. 

We have had a small wave of thefts from vehicles in the past several weeks. Two teenage males were arrested when 
caught entering unlocked vehicles on Christmas Eve. An alert neighbor responded to a car alarm around 2:00 AM and 
caught the two suspects. The Police Department said the vehicles were not locked. The best way to reduce the number 
of burglaries and thefts from vehicles is to close our garage doors and lock our vehicles. 

Make sure that you and your family are signed up for mobile alerts, this is the way you can receive Urgent Alerts from 
neighbors.  You can sign up by clicking your name in the upper right hand corner, select settings, select mobile alerts and 
then fill in the required information.

I urge you to check our Nextdoor map. If you see neighbors that have not yet joined, please invite them. Nextdoor works 
best when all neighbors are members.

Lastly, don’t forget to shovel around the fire hydrants if we get another snow this winter.  
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2016 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
The ELPA board of directors would like to sincerely thank all of our 
voluntary dues paying members for 2015! Without your financial support, 
we cannot be successful with our lake initiatives.

We currently have approximately 38% of homeowners paying dues, and 
just missed our goal of 50% for 2015. 

Please show your support with your 2016 dues donation. Fill out the 
membership form found on page 7 or you may pay online via PayPal at 
www.eagle-lake.org/membership. 

Remember, your contributions are tax deductible! 



   
JOIN US

The purpose of the Eagle Lake Preservation 
Association is to educate the community in the 
wise use, management and preservation of Eagle 
Lake and its surrounding watershed with the goal 
of maintaining the delicate ecological balance 
between the Lake, the adjacent shore land and its 
surrounding watershed. 

Protect your investment! Keeping our lake clean 
will help us maintain our lakeshore property values, 
while contributing to the entire community by 
offering aesthetic value and a convenient place for 
safe recreation.

2016 Tax Deductible Membership Dues:  
Lakeshore Homeowner    $50.00
Friends of Eagle/Pike Lake   $25.00

Please consider making a tax deductible contribution by paying annual 
membership dues. These funds are vital to the preservation efforts of 
Eagle/Pike Lakes! Thank you!

MEMBERSHIP FORM

_________________________________________________
Name
_________________________________________________ 
Address
_________________________________________________
Email
_________________________________________________ 
Phone

Please Make Checks Payable to: Eagle Lake Preservation Association

Send payments to: 
6435 Eagle Lake Drive Maple Grove, MN  

A l l  p r o c e e d s  b e n e f i t  E a g l e / P i k e  L a k e  p r e s e r v a t i o n 

ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES

Evaluate, monitor and protect 
water quality

Advance and protect interests of 
the Eagle/Pike Lake Community

Provide community education 
through in-services, newsletters, 
boat launch sign and the ELPA 
website

Promote ecological balance

Fish and wildlife management

Foster a sense of community 
through social events

Partner with the City of Maple 
Grove, Shingle Creek Watershed, 
Three Rivers Park District and other 
lake associations to improve lake 
water quality

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Help protect property values

Strong associations are better able to 
access vital project funding

Public education through expert 
speakers, association annual meeting, 
ELPA website, boat launch sign and 
quarterly newsletter 

Foster a sense of community

Discussion forum

Lake quality monitoring

Partner with other lake associations 

Becky Fahrenbruch
President/MGLQC Rep

Jennifer Tieva
Vice President

Sheri Lundstrom
Treasurer

Matt Eich
Secretary

Travis Theiss
Past President /Web Admin 

Shannon Grabinger
Board Member

Karen Karbo
Board Member

Bob Lundstrom
Board Member

Jackie Malling
Board Member

Larry Plack
Board Member

Kyle Simonson
Board Member

Eric Lundquist
Board Member

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Payments can now be made via PayPal! If you wish to pay membership 
dues, or make additional donations via PayPal please use the link located 
on the Membership page of our website at www.eagle-lake.org. Click on 
Membership, then the yellow PayPal “Buy Now” button. 



6435 Eagle Lake Drive, Maple Grove, MN  55369

p: 763.442.7918 | e: ELPA@eagle-lake.org
www.eagle-lake.org

DON’T MISS A THING!

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS TO ELPA. 

A large portion of our communication is sent via email and we don’t want you to miss a thing! 

Please submit any email addresses or corrections to bjnowak1@gmail.com 
and add this email address to your safe-senders list to ensure it does not go into your junk-mail.

Your email address will only be used for ELPA communication and will never be shared.


