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John Garritsen, Eagle Lake 
homeowner, Eagle Lake 
Preservation Association 
(ELPA) board member and 
past Maple Grove Lake 
Quality Commissioner 
passed away in June after 
his 8 year fight with Pros-
tate Cancer. John had a 
huge impact on Eagle Lake 
as our Lake Quality Com-
mission Representative and 
a founding member of 
ELPA, serving over 20 
years in both of these 
roles. He was involved in 
many projects including 
iron filings, the berm on 
south end of lake for indus-
trial park, water run-off 
control for Three Rivers 
Park District, creating the 
4th of July boat parade and 
Fall Festival raffle dona-

tions. As an advocate, John 
always attempted to hold 
the city of Maple Grove 
accountable for their im-
pact on the lakes of Maple 
Grove. His involvement in 
the community was also 
extensive as founder of 
Maple Grove Days and 
Breakfast with Santa. 

John, his wife Connie and 
their children have lived on 
the lake for 28 years. He 
loved family time on the 
lake and pulling his girls 
skiing and tubing. He also 
loved to teach little chil-
dren to drive the boat! The 
4th of July Boat Parade was 
a highlight for him as he 
promoted and decorated 
their boat and even wore 
costumes. John’s “Bat 
Boat” was even filmed for 
a local news station!  

John loved to fish in the 
back channel by his 
house, when the kids 
were not going to keep 
the fish, he would cut the 
barbs off the hooks so 
the fish were not injured 
as much when they were 
thrown back in. He spent 
a lot of the summer in 
their four season porch 
enjoying the wildlife, 
peace and serenity of the 
lake. 
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The ELPA Board 
would like to recognize 
John Garritsen and his 

family for their support, 
and all of his hard work 
and dedication to our 

lake and the            
community over the last 
20 plus years. He was a 

remarkable man to 
know and work with, 
and he will be greatly 

missed by many. 

CONTACT US: 

E-mail:  

ELPA@eagle-lake.org 

Online:  

www.eagle-lake.org 



Have you ever been out on the boat & 
thought wow, I had too much sun, or per-
haps too much to drink because my head 
feels funny? Although that’s a possibility, 
odds are you were feeling the toxicity of 
the Carbon Monoxide gas you were ex-
posed to on the boat. Carbon Monoxide 
(CO) is a colorless, odorless, and tasteless 
gas found in engine exhaust. Exposure to 
this harmful gas is more prevalent than 
most people, including the Minnesota 
DNR have thought; until now. 

Our daughter sustained Carbon Monoxide 
(CO) poisoning during the Annual Fourth 
of July Boat Parade right here on Eagle 
Lake and had to be ambulanced to 
HCMC’s hyperbaric chamber for treat-
ment. You may have seen our story on 
Kare11 or WCCO news. If not, we felt it 
was important to warn as many people as 
possible of this hidden danger.  

Even though you may not have heard of 
being poisoned by CO outdoors, on a 
moving boat, we have now learned first-
hand that this is a very real danger! We got 
lucky. Many of the people we’ve met thru 
this incident have lost their loved ones 
(infant, 7, 12, 16, 27, 52...) to this type of 
CO poisoning. Symptoms vary widely 
from person to person and may occur 
sooner in the very young, elderly or people 
with pre-existing lung, or heart disease. 

So far two children that we know of on 
Eagle Lake have fallen prey to Carbon 
Monoxide poisoning by boat. A 3 year old 
last year, and our 4 year old daughter dur-
ing the 4th of July boat parade this sum-
mer.  

Initial symptoms of CO poisoning may 
include headache, dizziness, drowsi-
ness, or nausea. Symptoms may ad-
vance to vomiting, loss of conscious-
ness, or if exposure level is high, loss 
of consciousness can occur without 
other symptoms, as well as coma or 
death! Luckily our daughter didn’t pro-
gress to this. She cried, and kept crying, 
unable to tell us what was wrong with 
her. That’s when we knew something 
was terribly wrong. After having her 
CO level checked, we discovered her 
CO blood concentration was almost in 
the lethal range…for an adult! 

We encourage anyone who boats to 
utilize a CO monitor to check the lev-
els on their boat, and be aware of the 
“station wagon effect” that draws the 
harmful CO into the boat while it is 
moving. Also, be aware of the levels 
that exist while pulling children up 
water skiing, or tubing. Small children 
are closer to the water where the CO 
level is higher, and are pulled out of the 
water at a slower speed, they also don’t 
cut the wake but stay directly in the 
line of the CO gas. Fortunately, Fresh 
Air Exhaust (FAE) Systems are avail-
able to greatly reduce this risk! 

The FAE system we purchased was 
$500, and given what our family ex-
perienced, we would gladly pay 10x 
that to keep them, and anyone riding 
on our boat safe. After doing our own 
research, we’ve found it shocking that 
these systems aren't standard on all 
inboard boats. The FAE system is be-

lieved to reduce exhaust noise by 50-75% 
(good news for neighbors), and more 
importantly, studies show Carbon Mon-
oxide is reduced by 60-90% depending 
on varying factors such as boat speeds, 
distance from the boat, height from the 
water, etc. We’ve tested our system, and it 
does what it claims. 

Even if you decide not to install a FAE 
system on your boat, the FAE website 
can help you become aware of Carbon 
Monoxide poisoning dangers while boat-
ing, as well as ways to keep your family & 
friends safer. For example, something we 
were surprised to learn is that "during 
wake surfing, boat occupants had a 
greater risk of CO exposure than the 
wake surfers."  

Please always remember that if symptoms 
present, or you suspect CO poisoning, 
please don’t wait! Remove the affected 
person from the CO exposure and call 
911 immediately!  

Please feel free to talk with David, or 
Marnie if you have any questions. Let’s 
have fun and ensure that we are all safe to 
do so for many years to come! 

http://www.freshairexhaust.com/
custom/carbon-monoxide/ 

http://www.kare11.com/news/article/10
31613/14/Maple-Grove-family-warns-of-
hidden-danger-while-boating  

 http://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2013/07
/19/family-warns-of-invisible-boating-
danger-carbon-monoxide/ 

Cleaning out your closets, basement or 
garage this fall or winter? Donate those 

unwanted items to help Eagle/Pike 
Lake! Friends in Zimmerman will do-

nate a portion of their large annual rum-
mage sale profits to ELPA! Start saving 

clothing, tools, and household items to 
be donated in March.  

No computers, printers, mattresses, or 
exercise equipment, please. Transport of 

donations will be provided by ELPA. 
Watch for more information via email this 

winter. 

Your donations are  
greatly appreciated! 

Please Be Aware of  this Little Known Boating Danger! 
Contributed by Marnie and David Schuster—Eagle Lake Homeowners 

Got Unwanted Stuff ? We Want It!  
Spring Sale to Benefit ELPA~ 
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Annual Meeting Recap & 501(c)(3) Update 

Here is your opportunity to get some $$ 

back for doing a project to improve our 

water quality on Eagle/Pike Lake. This 

Grant has been approved for all lakes in 

Maple Grove by the city of Maple Grove 

LIP program. So get your project sub-

mitted early before the funding runs out.  

Here is the process: 

#1. Fill out application form ASAP. If 
you are interested, please email 
bjnowak1@gmail.com and we can send 
you an application. The Water Quality 
Committee will review and notify you of 
approval. 

Here are a few project ideas: 

–Creating rain gardens and/or buffer 

zone of natural vegetation along the 

shoreline 

–Downspout retrofits (rerouting rooftop 

drainage to vegetated areas) 

–Sump pump retrofits (rerouting sump 

pumps to drain to vegetated areas) 

–Erosion control (fixing small erosion 

problems) 

–Driveway drains (installation of drains in 

driveways that allow runoff to drain to 

vegetated areas or rain gardens) 

–Berms or other structures to direct runoff 

#2. Begin/continue project. You will have 

to pay for all of the cost up front and then 

will be reimbursed up to 50% of the total 

cost of the completed project up to $500. 

Save all receipts, invoices, canceled checks 

(front/back) for reimbursement. 

#3. When project is completed, send in all 

receipts, invoices, canceled checks and a 

picture of the completed project to ELPA 

Water Quality Committee. Complete de-

tails of the process will be sent out with 

the approval of your project. 

*Please Note: 

 This grant DOES NOT cover lake weed 

removal 

 If you applied for the grant and it was 

approved last year, you are ineligible this 

year. 

For additional information please contact 

Becky at bjnowak1@gmail.com. 

Board Members.  

We would like to congratu-
late and thank our two new 
board members Jackie Mal-
ling and Shannon Poppe 
Grabinger. Complete min-
utes of this meeting have 
been sent via email to our 
homeowners. If you did not 
receive the minutes, please 
contact 
bjnowak1@gmail.com and 
we will send you a 
copy. The Annual Meeting 
Minutes are also available on 
our webpage at www.eagle-
lake.org . 

The 2013 ELPA Annual 
Meeting was held on May 
21st at the Thoresen Build-
ing. Just over 30 people 
were in attendance. The 
meeting had many agenda 
items including Introduc-
tions (of note Council Mem-
ber Karen Jaeger was in at-
tendance), 2012 Accom-
plishments, 2013 Goals, 
Treasurer’s Report, Grant 
Initiatives, Committee Re-
ports and Volunteers, Adopt 
a Storm Drain Initiative, 
Neighborhood Watch, An-
nual Events, Legislative Re-
view and Election of new 

We would also like to thank 
all of our 2012 volun-
teers! ELPA could have not 
accomplished all they did 
without your help!  

501(c)(3) Status Update 

ELPA submitted for 
501(c)(3) tax exempt status 
one year ago. We were con-
tacted this June by the IRS 
for additional information. 
This has been submit-
ted. Hopefully we will find 
out in the next few months 
if we have been approved. 
Information will be sent out 
as soon as we know any-
thing. 

Grant $$ Available Now For Homeowners!  
Don’t Miss Out! 
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PLEASE LOOK 

OUT FOR LOONS! 

The ELPA board has re-

ceived several reports of 

loon harassment and near 

misses by watercraft this 

summer. Please respect our 

treasured loons and remind 

your guests using the lake to 

do the same.   

 When you see loons 

STEER CLEAR!  

 Keep a minimum distance 

of 200 ft. from loons and 

their shoreline habitat 

 Watch them with binocu-

lars 

 Avoid their nesting sites 

 Retrieve all fishing line and 

tackle! 

 Use lead-free sinkers and 

jigs 

Loons are protected by state 

& federal laws 

Wildlife harassment is illegal!  

Please report violations to: 

Minnesota DNR at: 

1-800-652-9093  

THANKS FOR DOING YOUR 

PART! 

mailto:bjnowak1@gmail.com
mailto:bjnowak1@gmail.com
http://www.eagle-lake.org
http://www.eagle-lake.org


Our Resident Eagles Are Nesting! 

Events Update 

Success at the Business Expo! 

Did you know we have a pair of bald 
eagles nesting near Eagle Lake? The 
nest is in the largest tree just east of the 
south point of Pike Lake. The nest was 
built in the spring and summer of 2012. 
It is obscured by leaves in the summer 

but clearly visible other times of the 
year. Eagle’s nests are typically about 
five feet wide and three feet deep. 

Bald eagles form long lasting partner-
ships with their mates and sometimes 
mate for life. It's possible for bald ea-
gles in the wild to live longer than 
thirty years, but the average lifespan is 
fifteen to twenty years. A captive eagle 
at West Stephentown, NY lived to be 
at least 48 years old! 

The average adult female bald eagle has a 
7’-3” wingspan and weighs 11 ½ pounds. 
The adult male is smaller with a 6’-8” 
wingspan and weight of 9 ½ pounds. Bald 
eagles eat fish, birds and mammals. They 
often steal their prey from other eagles, 

ospreys, gulls, mergansers, and sea otters. 
Eagles are at the top of the food chain, 
which makes them more susceptible to 
toxic chemicals in the environment, espe-
cially from their food. 

We don’t know if our eagles have young. 
Less than 10% of hatched eagles will sur-
vive until maturity. Starvation is the most 
common cause of death among the 
young.  

Our primary focus of educa-
tion on water quality was 
promoted by using “ducks 
on a stick” to draw children 
and adults to our table to 
learn about food and habitat 
needs of local wildlife. Dis-
cussion often culminated 
with the need for external 
load reduction and tending 
of storm drains, no matter 
where they lived.  

Most of our adopters were 
off-lake residents, some of 

whom were interested in 
becoming "Friends of Eagle 
Lake" members, fueling the 
incentive to find ways to 
reach those in our water-
shed that are off lake resi-
dents. 

A huge thank you to those 
who contributed to this ef-
fort, and especially Matt 
Eich, for bringing this op-
portunity to the ELPA Wa-
ter Quality Committee! A 
great time was had by all! 

This year ELPA set up a 
booth at the Maple Grove 
Days Business Expo! We 
had a great booth location 
right in front of the Maple 
Maze. The booth was a big 
success, and we had an ex-
cellent turn out!  

We recruited 10 homeown-
ers who will tend a total of 
14 storm drains around the 
lake. Cleaner storm drains 
means better water quality 
for our lake.  

The 4th of July Boat Parade was a huge 
success this year. We had over 30 boats 
participate. Many participants ended up 

staying out on the lake and socializing with 
neighbors afterwards.   

Thank you to all who participated! 

 

 

Family Fun 
Night contin-
ues for it’s 4th 
year. This sum-
mer we gather 
on the lake on 
Thursday   
evenings.  

Please feel free to join in the fun!. We usually 
hook up boats by the Three Rivers 
Dock. Family Fun Night will continue for as 
long as the weather is warm.   

Our next big event will be the  
3rd Annual ELPA Fall Festival.  

This will again be held at Thoreson Park. 
Sunday, September 29th  

1-4pm.   
We are working on setting up a number 

of events, including information on 
ELPA, raffle, balloon animals and face 

painting for the kids, as well as fire truck 
and police car visits. ELPA will be pro-
viding hot dogs, snacks and beverages. 
Please mark your calendar for this fun 

community event! 
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CHECK OUT OUR  
INFORMATION AND  

EDUCATION SIGN  
AT THE BOAT LAUNCH! 



Please consider making a contribution by paying annual 
membership dues. These funds are vital to the              

preservation efforts of Eagle/Pike Lakes!  Thank you! 
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Membership Benefits: 

 Help protect property values 

 Strong associations are bet-

ter able to access vital pro-

ject funding 

 Public education through 

expert speakers, association 

annual meeting and ELPA 

website, boat launch sign 

and quarterly newsletter  

 Foster a sense of community 

 Discussion forum 

 Lake quality monitoring 

 Partner with other lake   

associations  

 

 

 

 

Association Objectives: 

 Evaluate, monitor and protect 

water quality 

 Advance and protect interests 

of the Eagle/Pike Lake Com-

munity 

 Provide community education 

through in-services, newslet-

ters, boat launch sign and the 

ELPA website 

 Promote ecological balance 

 Fish and wildlife management 

 Foster a sense of community 

through social events 

 Partner with the City of Maple 

Grove, Shingle Creek Water-

shed, Three Rivers Park Dis-

trict and other lake associations 

to improve lake water quality 

 

ELPA Board of Directors: 
 

Becky Fahrenbruch ~ 

ELPA President/Secretary 

Jennifer Tieva ~ 

ELPA Vice President 

Sheri Lundstrom ~ 

ELPA Treasurer 

Pike Lake Representative 

Karen Karbo ~ 

ELPA Board Member 

Travis Theiss ~ 

ELPA Board Member 

Shannon Poppe Grabinger  ~ 

ELPA Board Member 

Bob Lundstrom ~ 

ELPA Board/Pike Lake Representative 

Larry Plack ~ 

ELPA Board Member 

Jackie Malling ~ 

ELPA Board Member 

ELPA IS CURRENTLY      

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS. 

PLEASE HELP IN         

PRESERVING OUR      

BEAUTIFUL LAKE! 

The Importance of  Association Membership 

Please Make Checks Payable to: 
Eagle Lake Preservation Association 

Questions?   

Phone: 763-442-7918 

Website: http://eagle-lake.org 

Send payments to:  

6435 Eagle Lake Drive 

Maple Grove, MN  55369 

Membership Form 
2013 Dues:  

Lakeshore Homeowner  $50.00 

Friends of Eagle/Pike Lake  $25.00 

Name 

Address 

E-mail  

Phone 

Additional donations are accepted at any time and 

greatly appreciated! 

All proceeds go directly toward Eagle/Pike Lake preservation efforts 

 

 

The purpose of the Eagle Lake Preservation As-

sociation is to educate the community regarding the wise use, manage-

ment, and preservation of Eagle Lake and its surrounding watershed 

in order to maintain the delicate ecological balance which must be kept 

between the Lake, the adjacent shore land, and its surrounding water-

shed and encourage such use, management and preservation. 

Please Join 

Today! 

Protect your investment; keeping our lake clean will help us to maintain 

our lakeshore property values while contributing to the entire community by 

offering aesthetic value and a convenient place for safe recreation. 

Thank you !   

Your dues and donations make a difference! 



6435 Eagle Lake Drive 

Maple Grove, MN  55369 

 

 

 

 
 
Phone:  763-442-7918    Website: http://eagle-lake.org/ 

Eagle Lake Preservation Association 

Find us online: 

http://eagle-lake.org/ 

1st  

Class  

Stamp 

 Neighborhood Watch Update 
August 6th - National 
Night Out was a Success! 
 

We had approximately 100 
neighbors show up at the three locations. 
Thank you to the hosts for putting on a 
great get together! 

Eagle Lake 1 - Chip and Vivian Krug 

Eagle Lake 2 - Mary Smith and Shannon 
Poppe Grabinger 

Eagle Lake 4 - George and Kristin 
Oliveira 

Our Neighborhood Watch Continues 
to Grow ! 

Nextdoor Eagle Lake now has 106 mem-
bers on the East side of Eagle Lake, and 
Nextdoor Eagle Lake Westside has 38 
members on the SW side of Eagle Lake. 

Have you joined yet?  If not, here is the 
link to sign up - https://nextdoor.com/
invite/fwdu7as38m0xi4orhljg 

 

September is National Prepared-
ness Month (NPM).  

It is a time to prepare yourself and those 
in your care for emergencies and disas-
ters. If you’ve seen the news recently, you 
know that emergencies can happen unex-
pectedly in communities just like ours, to 
people like us. We’ve seen severe thun-
derstorms, straight-line winds, tornado 
outbreaks, and even water main breaks 
and power outages in our area affecting 
thousands of people for days at a time. 

Police, fire and rescue may not always be 
able to reach you quickly in an emergency 
or disaster. The most important step you 
can take in helping our local responders is 
being able to take care of yourself and 
those in your care; the more people who 
are prepared, the quicker the community 
will recover. 

This September, please plan and prepare 
your family in the event you must go 
three days without electric, water service, 
access to supermarkets and local services 
for several days. Follow these four steps: 

 Stay Informed: Info is available from 
federal, state & local resources. Access 
Ready.gov to learn what to do before, 
during, and after an emergency.  

 Make a Plan: Discuss, agree upon, and 
document an emergency plan with 
those in your care. For sample plans, 
see Ready.gov. Work together with 
neighbors and others to build commu-
nity resilience. 

 Build a Kit: Keep enough emergency 
supplies - water, nonperishable food, 
first aid, prescriptions, flashlight, and 
battery-powered radio on hand - for 
everyone in your care, including pets.  

 Get Involved: There are many ways to 
get involved especially before a disas-
ter occurs. The whole community can 
participate in programs and activities 
to make their families, homes and 
places of worship safer from risks and 
threats.  

By taking a few simple actions, you can 
make your family safer. 


